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Y
oumustremember–itwasonly
*issuesago–whenweinstalled
ournewRockyMountainDashes
instrumentcluster,chockfull

ofAutoMetergauges,inourfamous‘69
Valiant,aptlynamedTheGreenBrick.This
wasreallyouronlychoice,since,bymodern
standards,theBrickwas–howshallwe
say?–instrumentallychallenged.But,a
greatnumberofmuscleMoparscamewith
instrumentsthatweretrulysuperb.Ator
nearthetopofthisexaltedheapwouldhave
tobetherallyeclusteron1968-‘70B-bod-

ies.EspeciallywiththeTic-Toc-Tachoption,
whatmorecouldyouwant?Afterall,seven
clearwhite-on-blackgauges,inanera
whenmostGMcarshadtwo,wasfreakin’
awesome.

Still,timemarcheson,andourlustfor
informationmovesinlockstep.Megadollar
engines,trickcarbsorSMPIpackages,etc.,
requirethatthedriver,who,inmanycases
isalsothecar’stuner,bewellinformed.

AddingextragaugesthatlookOEMinstalled.

2.Here’show:JustDashesmakesthissuper-coolreplacementcrashpad,which
we’vedubbedMaxipad,withthreebeautifullystyledgaugeopeningsneatlygrowing
outofit.Notethat,forobviousreasons,J.D.basestheMaxipadonthethicker-face
“Plymouth”versionofthestockpad,whichwill,however,boltrightontoany1968-‘70
B-body,froma4-Dr.‘68Belvedere,thrua‘69Daytona,uptoa‘70ChargerR/T,andall
permutationscontainedinthisgroup.Buthowdoyouinstallit?

INFORMATIONTECHNOLOGYDEPT

1.Lookslikea
near-stocksetup,

right?Butwait!
How’dthosethree

extragaugesget
there,looking
likeafactory
installation?
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EGT,fuelpressure,A/Fratio,vacuum–the
parameterswe’dliketomonitoraremyriad.
WhatweatMoparAction,clearlybeing
amongsttheinformationjunkieset,have
usuallydoneistohangasimpleauxiliary
gaugepanelbeneaththedash.Inmany
cases,thiswasdoneabitmoreneatlyby
utilizingtheareaformerlyoccupiedbythe
ashtray.(Ofcourse,ifyou’readdictedto
nicotinesticks...)Thericeboysfrequently
useauxiliarygaugepodsontheirA-pillars,
which,intruth,isreallyaprettycoolidea,

butforourMopargeriatricset,itputsthe
gaugesclearly(blurrily?)inthe“reading
glassesneeded”range.What’saMo’galor
Mo’guytodo?Nowayareyougonnatoss
yourcool,classicpanel,right?

Thisquestionmusthaveburneddeeply

3.Toalargeextent,itboltsinlikestock.Logical,becauseJ.D.usesstockoriginal
substrates(themetalframe)and,therefore,thestockmountingstudsareinthestock
location.Stockittome,baby.

4.Threestandard2-1/16”gauges,ofanybrandortypeyoulustafter,sliderightinto
thegaugeholes,heldfirmlyinplacebyfriction.

5.Theoldpadcomesrightout.Right.
Makethat,itcomesrightoutafteryou
removethemountingnuts,whichare
burieddeepinthebowelsifthedash
structure.Accessisn’teasy;beginby
removingtheglovebox. 6.BothA-pillartrimpanels(c)mustbe

removed,alongwiththewindshield
headertrimpanel(b).It’sjustafew
Philipsscrews.You’llalsoneedto
removeatleastthefrontscrewfromthe
roofrailinsidetrimpanel(a)becauseit
trapstheA-pillartrimpanel.
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inthevinyljunkiesoveratJustDashes.In
astrokeofbrilliance,theycameupwith
ananswerthatkeepseverybodyhappy:
Areplacementdashpadthatallowsthree
standard2-1/16”gaugesofyourchoiceto
beinstalledeasilyandreadable,atanideal
distanceandlevel,whilemakingvirtuallyno
majormodificationstoyourclassicMopar.
Yeah,youknowalready–we’regonnainstall

oneandreport,blow-by-blow,allthedetails,
totallydevoidofanycandycoating.

Afterreadingthis,ownersofotherthat
‘68-‘70B-bodiesaregonnafeelleftout,and
rightfullyso.JustDashes’contactinforma-
tionisprovided,however,andwe’llbet
thatamassiveletter,e-mail,andphonecall
campaignwillbringforththedesiredresults:
SimilarmaxipadsforawiderangeofMopars.

7.You’llalsoneedtolowerthesteering
columntoremovetheentirestockcluster.
Trynottogrimacewhiledoingthis.Also
droptheheatercontrolpanel(butdonot
disconnectit.)Again,alloftheseshenani-
gansisrequiredjusttogetto...

8....the3/8”hexPalnutsthatretainthe
dashpad.You’llneeda3/8”,deep-well,
1/4”drivesocketandafewextensions.Or
atrainedrat.

MAXIPAD

9.Outitcomes!

10.BeforeinstallingtheMaxipad,we
wiredupandbench-testedeverything.
OK,youcanseethetruth;whylie?Thisis
MoparAction,not“DreamCarGarage”.It
wasarag-on-the-floortest.

11.Nextupwasatrialfitting,wherewediscovered...

13.UsingtheLorenaBobbitmethod,we
justcutitoff–andwedidn’tevensavethe
cutting!

...thatthewiringandtubingforthe
right-handgaugewantedtooccupythe
samespaceastheportionofthedash’s
pinchweldjusttotherightofthe(stock)
rectangularopening.Whattodo?

14.Afternoweffectivelywideningthecutoutbyaboutaninch,wesmoothedtheedges
withasmallfile.Thenwecoveredthescarwithvinyltapetopreventchafing.
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15.WiththeMaxipadagaintrialfitted,
wenoticeanotherpossibleproblem:The
heatercontrols’movingstudstendedto
snagonthenewgaugewiring

16.Somesuper-strongducttapewas
allthatwasneededtofixthatproblem,
securingthewiringuptothebottomof
thenewMaxipad.

17.Hookupthegaugesperthemanu-
facturer’sinstructions,andinstallany
sendersrequired(here,afuelpressure
transducerisgoingin).Rememberthat
lightingwiringshouldbeconnectedtoa
stockorangevariable-voltage(i.e.,dim-
mable)wireonthestockcluster.Now
simplyreversesteps92thru1toboltitall
backtogether,andenjoyyournewinfor-
mationsources.Andtheenviableglances
thesuper-coolappearanceswillprovide.
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